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In this long overdue fourth installment, Mitch Blaine and his amiable, ever-present sidekick Beyer, take on their most
evil and dangerous adversaries thus far in their incredible aerial adventures. Relaxing in customary and inimitable
style on their PBY flying boat the Wayward Wind while recovering from their latest dealings with the ungodly, Blaine
gets a phone call from an old Air Force mate. Neil O’Malley is now the Chief Pilot for Paspaley Aviation. Paspaley is
the largest cultured pearl company in Australia and is world-renowned for its superb, and very expensive pearls.
O’Malley is desperate! One of his Grumman Mallards—the historic flying boats Paspaley use to service their pearl
farms—has gone missing; crew, cargo and all. Only problem is, the ‘cargo’ on board this flight is the precious annual
pearl harvest—a magnificent collection of thousands of exquisite pearls with a street value of millions of dollars! Neil
is convinced that the pilots could not possibly have been guilty of conspiring to steal the loot, but it appears there is
no other logical explanation. He entreats Blaine and Beyer to join him at Paspaley’s headquarters in Darwin up on
the far northwest coast of the Northern Territory, to see if they can help solve the mystery of the missing Mallard and
its crew. And in so doing, he plunges our reluctant duo into their most gut-wrenching adventure yet. This time, they
must deal with everything from wild, rugged, isolated Outback terrain and water inhabited by some of the deadliest
creatures on the planet to ruthless Indonesian pirates out to steal the priceless hoard for themselves!
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Rod Lewin was born in Brisbane, Australia. His life has been one continuous adventure, and his great persistence
and tenacity is reflected in his writing. His acclaimed autobiography, “Steel Spine, Iron Will,” chronicles the touching
and inspirational true story of his recovery from paralysis after a near-fatal plane crash early in his career that has
enthralled readers for over three decades. Rod has worked as a professional aviator for the past 40 years. Since the
accident and total recovery, he has had dozens of thrilling experiences in his life, including flying seaplanes to the
magnificent Great Barrier Reef, the vast, remote coast of Western Australia, the exotic US Virgin Islands, and
Greece and the Greek Islands, as well as flying commercial aircraft in the U.S., including DC-3s, 727s, and 737s. In
his four novels to date, Rod calls upon many of his own experiences to write fascinating and thrilling stories of high
drama and adventure in settings from the mysterious back canyons of the Navajo Reservation in Utah, to the
formidable, desolate country of northwestern Australia.
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